
The PHHS Garden Bus Tour is always popular, and we hope this year’s gardens will continue to delight
and inspire you! This year, the buses will leave from the north parking lot at the Fairgrounds Farmers
Market promptly at 8:00 AM and will return around 4:30 PM. 
A box lunch, by Russo’s Catering, will be served at The Neag Planetarium on the grounds of  the
Reading Public Museum. 
For your shopping pleasure, vendors and the popular PHHS scholarship raffle will also be available
during lunch. Be advised that some of our vendors only accept cash or checks. 

This year’s tour will require additional walking on uneven surfaces and may prove difficult for
anyone with mobility issues. Please wear comfortable shoes (sandals are not recommended) and
bring rain gear if  needed.

***NOTE: Price includes lunch and gratuity for the bus drivers. 

**Emergency Contact on day of  tour: Cindy Shirey 610-468-7411
                                                         Cheryl Quinter 484-650-4141

Monday June 15, 2026
Wyomissing, Mohnton, Exeter Area

Cost $70 per person

DIRECTIONS – GPS
Fairgrounds Farmers Market

2935 N 5  St Highwayth

Reading PA 19605
www.fairgroundsfarmersmarket.com

Park in the North Parking Lot.
Please note: Boscov’s is not responsible for any and all losses or damage to
vehicles while parked on Boscov’s premises including, but not limited to, theft,
vandalism or weather-related conditions.

Any additional questions, please contact Cathy Stewart 717-926-5990

Herbal Delights is sponsored by
The Pennsylvania Heartland Herb Society

A Unit of the Herb Society of America

As a unit of The Herb Society of America, Inc., PHHS is
dedicated to promoting the knowledge, use and delight of herbs

through educational programs, research and sharing the
experience of our members with the community.
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The Garden Club of Reading
Friendship Garden and Garden of Remembrance 
Located at the Reading Public Museum Arboretum, across Wyomissing Creek, these perennial gardens were
created by The Garden Club of Reading beginning in 1983 on the site of a former peony garden. The original 50'
x 75' Friendship Garden was completed in 1984 and features a wide variety of perennials for season-long bloom.
In 1996, a second garden—the Garden of Remembrance—was added above the original, funded in part by a
memorial donation and enhanced with stone seating. 
Over the years, members have maintained the gardens through irrigation challenges, storm and accident
damage, and ongoing improvements. These gardens are enjoyed by museum visitors, walkers, hospital visitors,
and those celebrating special life events. The club has received numerous state and national awards for its work. 
Founded in 1965, The Garden Club of Reading promotes gardening, conservation, and community enrichment.
During the garden tour, our members will be happy to answer your questions about the gardens and the
perennial plants. Our Botanical Arts and Crafts Group will have handmade botanical items for sale—please visit
our pop-up tent.

Stacey Brown & Amy Kline
Tucked into a suburban neighborhood, explore a unique landscape where boulders, water features, lush ferns,
native plants, and a beautiful Magnolia tree set the scene. Wander through the sensory garden, enjoy whimsical
art, and discover raised vegetable beds and iris patches planted in memory of loved ones. Pause at the side
deck for a panoramic view, but please be mindful of elevation changes as you stroll. Rest in the gazebo by the
swim spa and take the time to read the poetry created among the pebbles. If you feel inspired, leave behind your
own tangle of words. The pockets of vegetation and artwork extend from boulder walls to the end of the wooden
rails-inviting you to experience every corner. 
Today you can also enjoy several local artisans displaying their creations. Items will be on sale, cash or check
only.

Laura and Gary Seibert
Laura and Gary moved to Rimby Way 11 years ago and the property was overgrown with trees. The one third
acre lot has been constantly undergoing changes and growth since then. 
This garden is Laura’s labor of love. In 2021 it was featured in Berks County Living Magazine as a Backyard
Oasis. Laura’s friends agree with that and visit often! 
It has been designed to be a place to work, a place to entertain, and a place to rest. The area is broken into
many different environments, not only for people but for pets and nature as well. There are ponds, waterfalls,
decks, firepits, raised beds, and even a greenhouse. 
Laura loves vegetable gardening and practices succession planting. There is always something ready to be
picked in the raised beds. 
Though Laura is the gardener, her husband Gary is the architect. His eye for design has created so much
interest. They look forward to your visit on this tour.

The Reading Public Museum Arboretum 

The Reading Public Museum Arboretum covers 25 acres of  carefully maintained natural beauty. The
Arboretum is an accredited station for the United States Bureau of  Plant Industry, many of  the 65
distinctive specimens in the park today are from the original planting in the late 1920s.
The Wyomissing Creek flows through the arboretum providing a peaceful ambiance for walking along the
many paths in this park. 
To ensure that future generations can enjoy the RPM arboretum, take only photos and leave nothing but
footprints during your visit!
A self-guided tour map, highlighted with special areas to visit, will be available to aid in your enjoyment of
the Arboretum.
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Esbenshade’s Garden Centers and Greenhouse, Mohnton
Esbenshade’s is your full-service garden center offering professional gardening advice and information, as well
as new, unusual and hard-to-find plants every season of every year. Here at Esbenshade's, we grow our own,
so you know you're getting the best quality and selection at the best price! Starting in the glorious days of
spring, our greenhouses are filled with over 500 varieties of beautiful annuals and over 2,000 varieties of
perennials, herbs and vegetables.
Our fully stocked greenhouses and nurseries have a large selection of annuals, perennials, hanging plants,
vegetables, trees, and shrubs. We carry houseplants, succulents, and a wide variety of products to help you
get started with container gardening.
If there's something you can't find or maybe you have a question on planting, just ask. We're here to help you
make your gardening project a success.
Visit us online at www.esbenshades.com 

Yo

Maria and Dennis DiCecco
Maria and Dennis welcome you to their outdoor living space where the sights, sounds and fragrances allow one
to relax and separate from the stress of  the world around us and to enjoy nature’s beauty. Stroll the curved
walks and pathways, both in sun and shade, to view the tapestry of  natural beauties. This includes trees,
perennials, and annuals which are intertwined with handcrafted artisan works inspired by the natural features
of  the landscape.
Observe the collage of  colors of  green, burgundy, yellow, and blue, along with leaf  variegation and the variety
of  textures as they all pull together. Enjoy the view of  the verdant green against the azure sky as your eyes
follow the natural tree canopies over the deck. Relax in the gazebo's quiet atmosphere, gentle breeze, and
background music. Inhale the fragrances of  the blooming florals while listening to the soothing sounds of  our
wildlife residents.
Maria and Dennis hope their garden inspires you. Thanks for visiting!

Jean Seelig and Diane Vottero
Over the 12 years that Jean & Diane have cared for this property, they have become devoted gardeners,
learning the processes necessary to create a healthy flourishing environment. They practice thoughtful
gardening techniques, suited to each plant species, while exploring design ideas and creative plant
combinations, with an increasing focus on selecting native species.
In late spring of  2025, a professional native garden designer was engaged to transform a grassy plot along the
north side of  the building. Be sure to walk through what was once an essentially barren area, now evolved into
a small but diverse native garden sanctuary.
As you wander through the garden, markers will help you locate features such as the forest garden, the hosta
bed interplanted with a grid of  Pennsylvania Bluestone, Lucy's Garden (dedicated to a dear friend), and the
miniature plant bed beneath the native dogwood tree. Numerous plant tags are provided to help you identify
individual plant species around the garden.
Jean & Diane will be available to answer any questions you may have. Please relax and enjoy the ambience of
the gardens. You're also welcome to enter the interior foyer at the front of  the house to take a peek at the
atrium and their Foo Dog, a Chinese symbol of  good luck and prosperity.

The Pennsylvania Heartland Garden Bus Tour Committee:

Cindy Shirey, Helen Thomas, Cheryl Quinter......Garden Tour Coordinators
Nola Gildin...................................................................Bus Tour Coordinator
Marcia Fehl............................................................................Bus Hostesses
Debra Schwenk, Elaine Shappell.............................................Centerpieces
Joyce Mears................................................................................Garden Gift 
Debra Schwenk................................................................................Publicity 
Dawn Fry, Mary Ellen Johnston............................................................Raffle
Cathy Stewart.............................................................................Registration
Jeannette Lanshe........................................................................Scholarship
Diane Schuster...............................................................................Treasurer
Anita Bradley.....................................................................................Vendors

Visit us at www.paheartlandhsa.org

Medicinal Disclaimer: While many members of
PHHS are interested in the ethnobotany,
history and the use of medicinal plants, The
Herb Society of America does not advise,
recommend or prescribe herbs for medicinal
use.
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